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QUARTERLY CONFERENCE OF THE AUSTRALASIAN 
MISSION OF THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF 
LATTER-DAY SAINTS, HELD AT THE OLD ASSEMBLY 
ROOMS, KING STREET, SYDNEY, JANUARY, 7th, 1855. 


PRESENT :— 
Augustus Farnham, President, and Josiah W. Fleming, First 
Counsellor. 
TRAVELLING ELDERS :— 
James Graham, John 8. Eldridge, John McCarthy. 
§¥YDNEY BRANCH :— | 

: ohn Jones, President, William Robb, and Robert Evans, Coun- 
sellors. 

The meeting was .opened by singing the 121st Hymn, “Sweet is 
the work my God m King ” &e. 

Prayer by Elder James Graham. 

Sung the 126th Hymn, “ Except the Lord conduct the plan,” &c. 

The meeting was called to order by President Jones. | 

Elder <I Farnham was appointed President of the Con- 
ference, and Elder J. Jones, Clerk. 
Resolved— 

1st. That we receive and sustain Elder A. Farnham as President 
of the Australasian Mission, and Elders J. W. Fleming and B. Frost 

2nd. That we receive and sustain Elder J. Jones as: President of 
the Sydney Branch, and W.Robb and R. Evans as his Counsellors. 

srd. That we receive and sustain Brigham Young as the Presi- 
dent of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints in Zion, and. 
throughout the world, and as their Prophet, Seer, and Revelator, and 
as their Leader in Israel; also Heber C. Kimbal and Jedidiah M. 
Grant as his Counsellors, | 

4th. That we receive and sustain the Twelve Apostles and all 


te 
* 


202 


other Authorities of the Church in Zion, and throughout the world. 

~ The President then called for the Reports—Elder J. W. Fleming 
presented the report of the Adelaide Conference, received by letter 
from t:lder A. P. Dowdle. A Conference was held on the 3rd of 
December last, from the reports of which it appears that there has 
been added to the Church by baptism 13, by certificate 4 ; total num- 
ber of members in that Conference 70. Prospects are cheering. It 
makes the hearts of the Saints as well as the t-lders to rejoice at the 
progress of the work of the Lord. 


He next presented the Report of the Victoria Conference, received 
by letter from Ider B. Frost; there had been 3 baptised and 4 re- 
ceived by certificate ; total number of members 60. The I-Iders are 
faithful, but the excitement that has prevailed at the Diggings, and 
the epening of new places, and the scarcity of labourers, has caused 
that there has not been saore baptised. Elders Frost and Owens are 
labouring at Launceston, V. D.; prospects of the work are good in 
that place ; many are enquiring, the expectaion is that a good work 
will be done there. 

i:lder James Graham said that since last Conference I have been 
labouring a part of the time at the Illawarra District with .'lder 
McCarthy ; there were 5 baptised before last Conference, and there 
has been 7 added since. I laboured with diligence,—tried to do all 
the good I could, and preached to those that would hear. Many that 
seemed to be believing became darkened and turned to be as great 
enemies as they could. In consequence ofthis feeling, and it being 


_ harvest time, it was thought wisdom that I should leave, so I left 


Wollongong and came to Sydney, since which I have been labouring 
in the neighbourhood of Camden; have preached the Gospel to some 
who have never heard it before. I have done: the best I could ac- 


‘cording to the strength God has given me. 


- Elder John 8. Eldridge said, Brethren, I am happy to present my- 
self before you—I rejoice in the work of God in which we are en- 
gaged, having been called upon for a report for the last three months. - 
After last Conference I started out in company with Elder Fleming 
on the South Western Section. We visited Windsor, Penrith, Cam- 
den, where we baptised two. Having received permission I came 
into Sydney. After a few days I returned and baptised two at Emu 
Plains, near Richmond : my labours have been in that section, and I 
returned via Kissing Point, striving to do the will of God, and teach- 
ing the things of His Kingdom. In leaving I told them that I did 
not know whether I should return or not; they were very desirous 
that they should not be left alone ; the work is progressing, and I 
believe that there will be a good work done in that section. 

Elder John McCarthy—since last Conference I may say that I 
have been labouring in two fields of labour; the one as has been 
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alluded to was at Illawarra, where I baptised 7 ; finding the field too 
small I came down to Sydney, from whence I proceeded to tne North 
Shore, and from thence to Brisbane Water, travelling -by the sea 
coast. At Gosford I called on a Roman Catholic Priest, I told him 
that I was a Minister of Truth, and asked him for something to eat, 
and for lodging; he said that he had not room to accommodate me, 
but he took me to the principal hotel, where | was boarded and 
lodged. I obtained a place to preach in—published a meeting—he 
(the R. C. Priest) attended, after meeting he spoke a few words 
saying, that he was the person that I came to for assistance, but that 
he did not think that I was going to stop there among his people. 
He withdrew his support from me, when the Host said that he be- 
lieved that I had brought the truth, and that I should be welcome 
to his parlour and my board as Jong as I stopped. Many are enquir- 
ing----truth is flourishing. 

President Farnham said, since last Conference I visited the N. W. 
Section, and baptised 6 in East Maitland. I took a Mission to New 
Zealand ; Elder William Cook accompanying me. It has been a 
very interesting although a very laborious mission. It is the labour 
that makes the work interesting. I left this place and went among 
strangers, not knowing the first individual. We arrived at Auck- 
land on the 27th October, 1854. We found the houses of accommo- 
dation in that city full in consequence of an influx of imigrants ; we 
had therefore to hire unfurnished appartments. After having visited 
the respective ministers we gave notice by advertisement of our 
meeting, to be held at the Venetian Cottage, (or late residence of 
General Pitt) ; our meetings were very well attended; a very good 
impression was made, as much as could have been expected. There 
seemed to be much inquiry—many purchasing our books. ‘The 
above place has been secured until May. After holding several 
meetings in that city we proceeded to Onehunga, intending to hold 
meetings, but we were not permitted in consequence of the departure 
ot the steamer for Wellington, intending to call at New Plymouth, 
but in consequence of the roughness of the weather we could not get 
in, we proceeded on to Nelson; being delayed there we made ar- 
rangements to hold meeting, having obtained permission to use the 
public School House, about 5 o’clock on the day appointed we went 
to the School House tor the purpose of lighting up for the meeting, 
we found the door closed, and were told that we should not have it: 
the people having began to assemble, we improved the opportunity 
by preaching out of doors, the congregation was very numerous and 
very attentive ; at the close of the meeting I stated that we had a 
few books if any wished for them, we had not half enough to supply 
them the demand was so great. | 


When we applied for the above place we were told by Mr. Camp- 
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bell, and Mr. Stanton, ‘Trustees of the School House, that all who 
preached from King James’ translation of the Bible, had liberty to 
preach therein, but on the day of meeting, a meeting of the Trustees 
had been called, (who with the exception of Messrs. Campbell and 
Stanton, who throughout the whole, behaved towards us as gentlemen,) 
determined as the Mormonites “did not come within the limits of 
the By-law of 1852, as a Christian Denomination, that therefore they 
could not have the use of the room. This resolution was disap- 
proved of by the generality of the inhabitants, and after we had left 
another meeting was called in which it was carried :—that as the 
Mormons were not allowed to preach in the School House, no other 
denomination should. 

After our out-door meeting the people were very anxious to hear 
more from us, and Mr. Ross having offered us the use of a very large 
Room, we gave notice of another meeting, but were obliged to leave 
the appointment unfulfilled, in consequence of the departure of the 
steamer for Wellington. : | 

Having arrived at Wellington, here we applied for the use of the 
Institute and were refused by a vote of the committee. We then 
hired the assembly rooms by the advice of one of the said committee. 

Our meetings were well attended, good order and attention ; many 
purchased books. We also held meetings at Karoi, about 4 miles 
from Wellington, our meetings here also were well attended, much 
inquiry, many being interested inthe work. There were calls from 
many places for preaching. I left that place leaving Elder Wm. 
Cooke in charge. 

On my return to Sydney I had another opportunity of giving 
another Lecture, to the inhabitance of Nelson, many of whom were 
much pleased and interested in the same. Several expressed a great 
desire to leave that place, and go where the saints were, that they 
might live as Saints, and enjoy the blessing of God. | 

The prospects of the work of the Lord in New Zealand is very 
good, more so than I expected, and I doubt not but that through the 
labours of Elder W. Cooke, who is a faithful servant of the Lord, 
many will be brought to a knowledge of the truth and their hearts 
made to rejoice in the New and Everlasting Covenant, and that a 
good work will be done there. 

Elder Jones said, you are aware that my labours have been prin- 
cipally in this place, 2 have been baptised in Sydney. According to 
the instructions of the President, I took a tour through the N. W. 
Section, preached every day, was much blessed, had much of the 
spitit of Lord, baptized 7. 

President F., addressed the meeting. 

Sang a Select Peice. 

“ Awake, ye that slumber arise from the dust.” 
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Conference adjourned to 3 P.M. 
Benediction by Elder Jones. 


3 p.M.—-Meeting opened by Singing 195th Hymn, “ Ye Ransom 
of the Lord.” 

Prayer by Elder J. S. Eldridge. 

Elder William Baxter, was called to take a mission, according to 
the counsel of the Presidency, Elder Joseph Ridges, was called to 
go on a mission with the President to Melbourne, Adelaide, &c. 

Elders J. Graham, and J. M‘Carthy, were appointed on a mission 
from Hawkesbury, to Brisbane Waters. 

The President addressed the Saint, on the subject of gathering. 

Sacrament administered by | Ider Jones. 

Meeting addressed by Elders J. W. Fleming, and J. Graham. 

sang the 12th Hymn. 

Ere long the veil will rend in ¢wain.:’ 

Adjourned till half-past seven, p.m. 

Benediction by J. W. Fleming. 


Half-past 7 P.M. 

Sang the 286th Hymn. 

*¢ All, hail the new born year.” 

Prayer by Elder J. M‘Carthy. 

Sang the 278 Hymn. ~ 

‘¢ Wake awake, the world from sleeping.” 

Elder J. Jones addressed the meeting on the Nature, Character, 
and Responsibilites of the Priesthood. 

Sang the 243rd Hymn. 

Adjourned until 8 p. m. on Monday, at 103, Parramatta Street. 

Benediction by President Farnham. 

January 8th, Monday evening, 8 p. m. 

Prayer by Elder Fleming. . 

The President addressed the Brethren, giving much important in- 
struction and counsel to the Travelling Eldérs and the brethren in 
general ; he was followed by Elders Fleming and Jones. 

During this Conference the hearts of the Servants of the Lord and 
His Saints have been made to rejoice. The prospect of future opera- 
tions are cheering. Calls are made from many places for preaching, 
but the labourers are so few that they cannot be gupplied. Here 
indeed it may be truly said the “ harvest is great and the labourers” 


are few. 
A FARHNAM, 


PRESIDENT. 
JOHN JONES, CLERK. 
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REMARKS ON THE STANDARD OF DIVINE TRUTH. 


BY THE LATE REY. A. CARSON, L.L.D. 
Berore any important advances can be made in any science the foundations 
of it must be ascertained and accurately discerned by those employed in 
rearing the superstructure. Whatever rests on any other grounds, though it 
may add to the apparent size of the building, diminishes its strength and 
beauty. For more than two thousand years, the inquiries of philosophers 
concerning the works of God, were carried on by hypotheses invented by 
ingenious men, for explaining the phenomena of nature, and during all that 
time, few real discoveries were made with respect either to matter or mind. 
Lord Bacon was the first who clearly pointed out the proper method of phil- 
osophising ; Sir Isaac Newton on Natural Philosophy, and Doctor Reid on 
the Science of the Mind, were the first t» put it m practice. In both of 
these: depirtments of knowledge, one theory succeeded another till the time 
of these illustrious philosophers ; but since that period, their respective 
sciences rest upon a foundation from which they can never be moved. And 
what has produced this remarkable difference between their systems, and 
those of al preceding philosophers? It is solely to the standard of truth 
which they ascertained, and to which in all their inquiries they appealed. 
Had he invented a theory, and proceeded by conjecture, Newton, with all 
his vast abilities, would have reared enly a temporary fabric, to be blown 
away by the next innovator. The philosophy of Aristotle reigned in the 
schools without a rival, till the time of Des Cartes. ‘That great man com- 
pletely overturned the theories of the Stagyrite, but instead of building on 
more stable ground, he set himself to invent a theory of his own. By the 
contrivance of an immense whirlpool of subtile matter, he carried round the 
heavenly bodies in their evolutions, like straws and chaff ina tub of water, 
and this wild conjecture satisfied a great part of the learned of Europe for a 
considerable time, and with many, prevented the reception, even of the dis- 
coveries of Newton, for half a century. Despising vain conjectures, and 
being guided in his experiments and observations by those self-evident rules 
of philosophising which he had laid down, Newton ascertained those laws of 
nature that must for ever give satisfaction to the mind of man. 

The revolution effected by Doctor Reid in the philosophy of the mind, is 
not less wonderful than that effected by Sir Isaac atom, in that of matter. 
By taking for granted principles that are false, and rejecting the authority of 
others that are self-evident, philosophy, till his time, had established the 
most monstrous and incredible absurdities. The principles adopted by 
philosophers had rejected the testimony of the senses, and left no evidence 
even that there is an external world. By the most conclusive reasoning 
‘rom these principles, Berkeley had proved that there is no matter in the 
wriverse, and with equal validity Hume advanced a step farther, and boldly 
anuibitated both matter and mind. According to this great philosopher, 
there is neither matter nor mind, neither God nor devil, nor angel nor spirit, 
nothing in the universe but impressions andideas. And all these monstrous 
absurdities flowed regularly from the principles acknowledged by all phil- 
osophers till the time of Doctor Reid. And how did Reid restore us the 
world from the united grasp of all the wise men of the world? By settling 
the standard of philosophical truth, by vindicating the authority of the testi- 
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- mony of our senses, and rejecting that of the figments of a In 

ascertaining the powers and faculties of the human mind, he admitted no 
appeal but to the mind itself by observation and experiment ; and every 
fair result of such an appeal he received with avidity, however opposite to 
the established sentiments of philosophers. By this process he has done 
more to ascertain the principles of the human constitution, than all the phil- 
osophers who oven him ; and it\is only by following in his track, that 
this science can be perfected. 

It would not be without interest for a Christian to read the observations 
of this philosopher on hypotheses, as almost without exception they apply 
to the dhitseies of men with respect to the contents of the Scriptures. If 
hypotheses have led men to misinterpret the works of God, hypotheses have 
led them to misinterpret his word. The analogy is singularly striking. 

And if human conjecture has ever failed with respect to the works of 
creation, shall it succeed with respect to the depths of the divine counsels in 
the redemption of sinners? Vain theologians, will ye not learn from this, 
that the way to discover the mind of God, is not to form hypotheses, but to 
examine the Scriptures? What is it produces your infinite diversities ? 
How is it ye deduce from Scripture your innumerable errors? Ye form 
theories, and then wrest the Scriptures to agree with these. With the arro- 
gance of Satan, ye determine, by your own views, what must be the divine 
conduct and plans, and with Satanie ingenuity and effrontery, a torture his 
word to speak your sentiments. While in words ye acknowledge the Scrip- 
tures to be a standard, ye take the liberty of erecting a standard of para- 
mount authority in your own understandings, and of er the oracles 
of God, by the delusions of your own fancies. Though ye call the Scrip- 
tures a standard, ye do not allow them to be the sole standard of divine 
truth. Some things, ye say, Ged has left to be planned by the wisdom of 
man. How, then, can ye escape error? How can ye agree with each 
other? Christians, have ye no errors ? have 2 no differences? Believe 
it, they are mostly owing to the same cause. Strange as on first view it 
may appear, Christians do not all agree in the source of religious sentiments. 
Do not some, even till this moment, contend that some things are left to 
human institution? What common principle have we then to reason with 
such? With them the Scriptures are not the sole standard. Others by dis- 
tinctions and difference of times, and various inventions, have considerably 
abridged this standard, so that almost the half of its testimony is not heard 
in evidence, but rejected as irrelevant. The testimony of the Holy Spirit is 
treated like that of an old honest, but doating man, who — now and 
then to the purpose, but is perpetually subject to mental wandermgs. Even 
among those who acknowledge the Scriptures as the sole standard, I find. 
there are few controvertists, who steadily and uniformly act up to their 
avowed principles. When the interest of a favourite dogma is at stake, 
every artifice is employed to make the witness prevaricate. With all their 
deference for the authority of the divine word, how do they grapple with it 
when it seems to enjoin any disagreeable ‘mies ! Christians, in ascer- 
taining the mindof God, let us banish all the prejudices and prepossessions 
of our own minds. Let us listen to the scriptures as the rule, as the perfect 
standard. Let nothing be received, because it commends itself to our 
wisdom ; let nothing be rejected for want of this sanction. Let us remem- 


208 
ber that, in all things, the wisdom of God is not like the wisdom of man. 


Tue above extract needs no words of ours to commend it to every honest 
enquirer after truth ; it is a clear and forcible exposition of the cause of the 
errors and divisions that prevail in modern Christendom. Had they attended 
to the well attested facts, or the observations and experience of those whose 
testimony in reference to these matters are held to be of Supreme Authority, 
the world would not have been distracted, with the vain conjectures of 
Divines ; in that testimony (viz., the Bible) they would have found that 
the conditions of admittance into the Church or ion of God, are faith, 
repentance, baptism, for the remission of sins and the reception of the Holy 
Ghost, or birth of the spirit by laying on of hands, also that the organization 
which had been established for the rule government, and perfection of the 
Saints in wisdom, knowledge, and understanding, was Apostles and Prophets 


_ &c., from attention to these facts, they might have, perceived that the source 


of all correct knowledge in religion was revelation. Here they would have 
discovered the axiom of the wise raan, that *‘ were there is no vision the 
gers perish.” This knowledge would have taught them to seek for reve- 

on, to acknowledge the organization and practice the ordinances that are 
so well attested in the Scriptures. Thus they would have had a practical 
religion, founded on fact, subject to observation according to given laws, and 
not the chimerical phantom, founded on the vain and conflicting hypotheses 


of men, that they have mis-called religion.—Ep. 


OPINION OF THE REFORMERS ON THE LAW OF 


MARRIAGE. 


TueE whole protestant community admit that the Church apostatized, 
but contend that it was restored to its pristine beauty and order by 
the Fathers of the Reformation in the Sixteenth century, Deeming 
it important that the pretended lovers of the fathers of the Reforma- 
tion should know what their (the Fathers’) opinions on the Law of 
Marriage were. That if it is at all possible to bring them to a con- 
sistent line of conduct they may be a from fighting against 
and condemning those Fathers as they do Fathers Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, and all the ancient worthies. We therefore present our 
readers with the following fact in reference to this important matter. 


_ Phillip, Landgrave of Hesse, one of the principal Lords and Princes of 
Germany, wrote to the _— Reformer, Martin Luther, and to the principal 
heads of the Protestant Reformation, desiring the privilege of a second wife. 
Many arguments were used by Phillip, showing that the practice was in ac- 
cordance with the Bible, and not prohibited under Christian dispensation. 
Luther met in Council with the a Divines to consult upon the pro- 
priety of granting the request of the Landgrave. After thorough investigation 
of the subject they granted his request in a lengthy letter from which I will 
ger ve you an extract. The letter commences as follows : 

“To the most Serene Prince and Lord Phillip, Landgrave of Hesse, Zen- 
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lembogon, of Diets of Ziegenhain and Nedda, our gracious Lord, we wish, 
above all things the grace of God through Christ Jesus.” 

“Ist, We have been informed by Bucer, and in the instruction your 
Highness gave him, have read the trouble of mind and uneasiness of con- 
science your Highness is under at this present ; and although it seemed to 
us very difficult so speedily to answer the doubts pro ; nevertheless 
we should not permit the said Bucer, who was urgent for his return to your 
Highness, to go away without an answer in writing. 

2d. If your Highness is resolved to marry a second wife, we judge it ought 
to be done seen that is that none but the person you shall wed, and a 
few trusty persons, know the matter, and they, too, under the seal of con- 
fession. Hence no contridiction nor scandal of moment need be appre- 
hended ; for it is no extraordinary thing for Princes to keep Concubines ; 
and though the vulgar should be scandalized thereat, the more intelligent 
would doubt of the truth, and prudent persons would approve of this mode- 
rate kind of life, preferable to adultery and other brutal actions. There is 
‘no need of being concerned for what men say provided all goes right with 
conscience. So far do we of it, and in these circumstances only by 
us specified, for the gospel hath neither recalled nor forbid what was per- 
mitted in the law of Moses with respect to marriage. | 

“Your Highness hath, therefore, in this writing not only the 
of us all, in case of necessity, concerning what you desire, but also the 
reflections we have made thereupon. We beseech F gs to weigh them as 
becometh a wise, virtuous, and istian Prince. e also of God to 
direct all for his glory and your Highness’ salvation. May preserve 
your Highness. We are most ready to serve your Hi . 

“Given at Wittemberg, the Wednesday after the fast of Saint Nicholas, 
Your Highness’s most humble and most obedient subjects and servants. 


artin Luther Adam 
Phillip Melancthon John Lev 
Martin Bucer Justus Wartfute 
Anthony Corvin Denis Melanther” 


This letter was in Melancthon’s own hand writing, attested to by 
Nuspicher, Notary Imperial, and has been taken from the Ist vol. ofa 
work entitled “History of the Variations of the Protestant Churches,” by 
James Benign Bossuet. 

The marriage contract of Phillip with M de Saal his second wife, 
was attested to by Balthasar Rand, of Feeld, Notary Public Imperial. 


MILTON ON POLYGAMY. 
(The First Book on Christian Doetrine.) 

In the definition which I have given of marriage, I have not said, in com- 
nas? the — opinion, of one man mith one roman, lest I should 
y implication c e holy patriarchs and pillars of our faith, Abraham, 

and the others who had more than one wife at the same time, with habitual 
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fornication and adultery ; and lest I should be forced to exclude from the 
sanctuary of God as spurious, the holy offspring which sprang from them, 
ea, the whole of the sons of Israel, for whom the sanctuary itself was made. 
For it is said, Deut. xxiii. 2, “ a bastard shall not enter into the congrega- 
tion of Jehovah, even to his tenth generation.” Either therefore polygamy 
is a true marriage, or all children born m that state are spurious ; which 
would include the whole race of Jacob, the twelve holy tribes chosen by 
God. But as such an assertion would be absurd in the extreme, not to say 
impious ; as it is the height of mjustice, as well as an example of most dan- 
gerous tendency in religion, to account as sin what is not such in reality ; it 
eppears to me, that so far from the question respecting the lawfulness of 
polygamy being trivial, it is of the highest importance that it should be decided. 
Those who deny its lawiulness, attempt to prove their position from Gen. 
11. 24, “aman shall cleave unto his wife, and they shall be one flesh,” com- 
pared with Matt. xxix. 5, “they twain shall be one flesh.” A man shall 
cleave, they say, to his wife, not to his wives, and they twain, and no more, 
shall be one flesh. ‘This is certainly ingenious ; and I therefore subjoin the 
passage in Exod. xx. 17, “ thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s house, nor 
his man-servant, nor his maid-servant, nor his ox, nor his ass :’’ whence it 
would follow that no one had more than a single house, a single man-seri any, 
a single maid-servant, a single ox or ass. It would be ridiculous to argue, 
that it is not said houses, but house, nor man-servants, but man-servan‘, not 
even neighbours, but neighbour ; as if it were not the general custom, in 
laying down commandments of this kind, to use the singular number not in 
a numerical sense, but as designating the species of the thing intended. With 
regard to the phrase, they train, and no more, shall be one flesh, it is to be 
observed, first, that the context refers to the husband and that wife only 
whom he was seeking to divorce, without intending any allusion to the num- 
b-r of his wives, whether one or more. Secondly, marriage is in the nature 
of a relation ; and to one relation there can be no more than fyro parties. If 
a mzn has many sons, his paternal relation towards them all is manitold, but 
towards each individually is single and complete in itself ; by purity of rcason- 
ing, if a man has many wives, the relation which he bears to each will not 
be less pertect in itself, nor will the husband be less one flesh with each of 
them, than if he had only one wife. ‘Thus it might be properly said of Abra- 
ham, with regard to Sarah and Hagar respectively, these train were one flesh.” 


ELDER JONES AND THE REV. DR. FULLERTON. 


In our last issue we published a copy of a letter that Elder Jones 
had addressed to the Editors of.the “ Herald” and “ Empire” and the 
public, on the refusal of Dr. Fullerton to allow him to bury his 
child in the Presbyterian Cemetery, on the 16th ultimo, the Dr. 
published the following reply in the above named papers :— 
“WHERE SHALLI BURY MY DEAD?” 
To the Editor of the Sydney Morning Herald. 


Sir,—In your number of Saturday last, you published a letter, in which the 
writer, Mr. John Jones, says that Mr. Lvans called on the Rev. Dr. 
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Fullerton for an order to open the grave. He was asked by the Dr. was I 
a Presbyterian? Mr. Evans answered that I belonged to the Church of 
Jesus Christ.. The Dr. remarked, the Church of Latter Day Saints, and 
was answered “yes, that’s it.” The Dr. then said, “I cannot give an 
order.” In reference to this statement, I request the privilege of submitting 
a few observations. I think it would be most convenient and proper that 
there should be one burial ground for persons of all denominations. But 
you are aware that in Sydney the members of each denomination have or 
may have a separate burial place. Some denominations, I believe, charge 
for the space of land occupied by each grave : others charge both for the 
grave, and for the services of the officiating minister. In the Preshyterian 
ground, however, there is no charge for either, for this reason, many desire 
to have their friends buried in our ground. Of this I have painful evidence, 
having officiated during the past year at one hundred and eighty seven fune- 
rals. 1am bound by Ses to register each of these in duplicate, and to for- 
ward within one month the register to the Registrar-General. I stated to 
Mr. Evans that our burial ground is held in trust, for the use of Presby- 
. terians—that to give an order tc open a grave for the child of Mr.. Jones, 
would imply that I believed the latter tobe a Presbyterian—and that as 
Mr. Evans declared he was not a Presbyterian, I could not give an order. 
Mr. Evans replied, ‘* We were told you could not, but we resolved to prove 
it.” [have im several instances given orders to persons who said that 
vaembers of their family had been interred in our ground through inadver- 
tance ; and they have almost invariably refused to allow their own grave to 
be opened, and insisted on being permitted to take new ground. In reply 
to Mr. Jones's question, ‘* Where shall I bury my dead?” I answer, in the 
public cemetery. Did not the Government enclose a cemetery for the use 
of all? Should he wish to have a place more private, he can easily buy a 
suburban allotment for his own use. Mr. Evans said he was prepared to 
pay for ground.’ Land purchased, could be used by him at any time; but 
were the Government to convey land to trustees for the use of him and his 
friends, under their present designation, he might be next year unable to use 
it either with consistence or propriety. He called himseif formerly a Cal- 
vinistic Methodist, he now repudiates that name, and designates himself a 
Latter-day-Saint ; and he may ere long discard this designation, for some- 
thing more novel or attractive. * 

I am, Sir, yours, &c., 


Pitt-street South, December 15th. | JAMES FULLERTON, 


On the 23rd a copy of the following was sent to each .of the daily 
journals. It was published in the ‘ Herald,” but not in the “Empire.” 
How the “ Empire,” with its great pretensions of sympathy with the 
oppressed, and advocacy of religious toleration, refused to publish it 
we cannot tell, except it was that the Dr. had a friend in court who 
pitied him, and thus interfered to prevent the severe castigation that 
was given him therein. 

WHERE SHALL I-BURY MY DEAD? 
To tus Epiror or tHe “Sypney Mornine Heravp.” 
Sir,—Under the above heading there have appeared two letters in your 
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pa r—one from Mr, Jones, on the 9th; ‘the other from the Rev. Dr. 

lerton, on the 16th instant—in each of which my name has transpired ; 
and, as the doctor has made me to appear as acting a very ludicrous part in 
the affair by asking him to do that which I had reason to believe he could 
not, I deem but justice to myself that the circumstance as it really did tran- 
spire should be made known to the public. I have, therefore, taken the 
liberty to trouble you on the subject. 

On the afternoon of the 4th instant I went to the Rev. Dr. F.’s for an 
order to open a grave. Having been introduced into the parlour, I took a 
slip of paper out of my pocket, containing the mame and age of Mr. J’s 
child and said, “ Sir, I have come to apply for an order to open the grave of 
Mr. Jones, who has two children buired in the Presbyterian ground.” The 
doctor said, “‘Is he Presbyterian?” I answered, ‘No, sir; he belongs to 
the Church of Jesus Christ.” The doctor said, “Of Latter-day Saints ?” 
I answered, “ Yes, sir.” The doctor then said, “I cannot give an order.”’ 
He now went out of the parlour, and opened the hall-door, being half behind 
it, and holding the handle in his hand, and said, “Others charge a fee: some 
for the ground, others for both ground and service; but we charge no fee. 
For this reason many seek to bury in our ground.” I then said, “That was 
not the case at all; the fee, whether £5 or £10, I was prepared to pay: but 
it appeared to me to be a great absurdity to speak about a fee in any such 
cases. The reason for making the application was, that Mr. Jones had two 
children already buried there.” The doctor now said, ‘‘ You have been ve 
candid in openly acknowledging that Mr. Jones is not a a which 
I like very much. You may apply to the trustees ; but if they give an order 
I will not officiate.” I now fo ded my arms, and looked him right in the 
face, and said, ‘ Are you not the minister of this ward, and have you not 
the power to t an order or to refuse ?” He answered, “I have.” I 
added, “And you refuse?” He answered, “Ido.” I then stepped on 
the threshold of the door, and said, “I was told you would not (not, you 
could not) ; but I have now solved the problem for myself.” 

I do not here accuse the Doctor of wilful misrepresention ; for the words 
being uttered whilst I was passing the threshold, it is quite possible that he 
might have innocently mistaken “ could” for “‘ would.” 

I will take the liberty to observe that to me the doctor’s letter has made 
the case appear more aggravated. | 

Mr. Jones, in his appeal to you and the public (and his statements have 
not been questioned), shows that, according to the rules that have hitherto 


esa interments in the Presbyterian Usa he had established his 
ight 


to a grave therein, because an order had been given him for such by 
Dr.\ Fullerton himself when Mr. Jones as openly disavowed himself a Pres- 
byterian as I in his behalf did on the occasion referred to. The Doctor 
then acknowl his (Mr. Jones’s) right, in virtue of the order given by 
an agent of the Government, from whom the ground was received, and he 
further sustained that right in virtue of his involuntary contributions in sup- 
‘port of Presbyterianism, through the means of indirect taxation. 

The Doctor, notwithstanding his plea about duplicate returns, acknow- 
ledges that in other instances he has- looked upon such as had members of 
their family interred in the Presbyterian ground as having a night thereto ; 

sand I myself am acquainted with a case in which he acknowledged such 


i 
| 
+ 
| 
| 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
| 


213 


right by the acceptation of an order from Mr. W. Robb, an elder in our 
Church, to open his (Mr. Robb’s) grave for the child of a brother Latter- 
day Saint. He has not given any reason why he selected Mr. Jones as the 
first to refuse such right to. 

In reference to the application, I will further remark that it was not made 
for Mr. Jones neue , but for the lifeless body of a child that had come 
through his loins, into which our Father in Heaven had sent a pure spirit 
from the realms of light and love, to animate it for a few short months : the 
which spirit He had been pleased to recall before it had become impregnated 
with the vices and corruptions of this world, so that it returned to its Father 
with, eternal life abiding in it, being “ of the Kingdom of Heaven.” So 
that whether reference be had toits past state here or its present in the 
spirit world, itis monstrously absurd to speak about its being a Presby- 
terian or any other arian, when here it had neither capacity nor opportunity to 
determine, and surely Dr. Fullerton will not contend that Heaven is torn 
asunder with the sects that distract this lower world. | 

His sarcastical allusion to the general cemetary and suburban allotment 
has been sufficiently answered in your enodiienkteadia on the subject in the 
same issue as the Doctor’s communication ; and as for his railing against Mr. 
Jones for changing his opinions, I mould remind him of an example given in 
Jude, 9th verse, where it is said that Michael, when contending with the devil 
about the body of Moses, durst not bring a railing accusation against him ; 
_and also the pungent rebuke of the Saviour to the Pharisees of old, when he 
said, ‘‘ Let him that is without sin cast the first stone.” 


I am, Sir, yours obebiently, ! 
ROBERT EVANS. 
Chippendale, December 22. 


This correspondence not only shows the intolerant spirit that influences 
the Dr. but also his want of truthfulness but; in his uct we are not dis- 
appointed, we were quite prepared for this and worse, ever since he_exhib- 
ited the “ John Calvin burning Servetus” feeling at the close of his Lecture 
on Mormonism, when he cried at the end of the said Lecture, “ Have 
nothing to do with the Mormons, receive them not into your houses, burn 
their books ”—the, last sentence was delivered in so low atone, thatit could 
not be heard, we ask again if it was not “burn the Mormons,” pray Dr. 
what was 

He alludes to their being no fee, &c., now if his past history is any crite- 
rion, if there had been a fee, his very consciencious scruples would have 
been allayed ; has he forgot the admission that he once _ * of having per- 
formed a certain act, condemned by the word of God, assigning as-.a reason 
for such, that he did not like to see the money pass him, and -forsooth this 
man, has the assurance to vilify the servants of the Lord, who w ver 
yet found administering any of the ordinances of religion for pelf: 

We would ask this hireling priest what there is in him, that is so and 
holy, that _he could not officiate at the grave, over thé tabernacle of a being 
relative, to whonr thé Saviour hath said “of such are the Kingdom of 
Heaven,” did it api#e-trom that abominable Calvinistic doctrine, that hell is 


paved with the sculls of infants not a span long. 
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Out upon such a priesthood who preach for hire, and divine for money ; 
who wrest the word of God, and thus cause the way of truth to be evil 
spoken against.—Ep. 


AMERICAN EXTRACTS. 


INTERESTING DISCOVERY. 


A NEW QUESTION FOR HISTORICAL SOCIETIES, CONCERNING THE 
ANTIQUITIES OF AMERICA 


We nave received a letter from an able and intelligent corres- 
pondent now traversing the North western part of New kngland, with 
a surveying party, for the location of a railroad, in which he gives an 
account of one of the most remarkable discoveries that ever has been 
made in New England, or indeed, inthis country. !f the enthusias- 
tic, and almost visionary views of our correspondent are realised even 
in a small degree, we may suppose that an entirely new and unex- 
plored field is about to be opened for the investigation of the learned, 
and that new and interesting light is about to be shed upon the anti- 
quities of this country, a subject which is now filled with much 
doubt and uncertainty. 

Before introducing the communication of our correspondent, we can- 
not forbear to say, that, until twenty years Columbus, by the common 
consent of nations, was considered as the discoverer of America, and 
the first man from the eastern hemisphere, who ever conducted a 
party of civilised and Christian men to this vast continent. It is un- 


- boubtly true that the present settlement of America dates from the 


discoveries of Columbus. But the faith of the learned world, both in 
this country and Europe, has been withdrawn from him, as the first 
discoverer of America. | 

The literature of Iceland, of which the Royal Society at Copenha- 
gen is the repository, contains interesting accounjs of Icelandic 
voyagers to New England as early as the year 1006-7. The savans 
of that Society have within a few years, brought these interesting 
records to light. ‘The information contained in their published vol- 
umes at once attracted the attention of the schoolmen. In this 
country Edward Everett, while editor of the Nor h Awerican Review, 
gave the public, through its pages, the first idea of the great work of 
the Copenhagen professors. He afterwards put this information in a 
a more popular shape, and delivered two or three interesting lectures 
on the subject in the Masonic Temple. Not content with this, he 
prepared a volume entitled tlie ‘“ History of the Northmen in Vinland”’ 
(New England,) which was published in this city, and may, doubtless* 
be found on the book-sellers’ shelves. | 
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We cite this case to prove that a long-cherished historical fact has 
become so entirely changed as to lose all its characteristics. With 
reference to the antiquities of America, we are all in the dark, and 
anything that promises to give even the slightest clue towards increas- 
ing our information, becomes in the highest degree important. lor 
this reason, Stephen’s Travels in Central America, Yucaton, &c., have 
been the most popular of that celebrated author’s works. For this 
reason, we give a prominent place to our correspondent’s letter, 
hoping and believing that the result of the discovery he 
sets forth will throw a ray of light upon one of the most deeply in- 
teresting questions that can occupy the mind of an American citizen. 

Nestor Gap, Franklin Co., March 27, 1853. 

Near B——, we are in the small hamlet which bears the name of 
Nestor (zap. We have been groping about, for. the last two weeks, 
under the most discouraging circumstances. We have had snow, 
hail, sleet, ice, rain, floods, mud, and all other unbearable things to 
contend with Yesterday, freezing; to-day, thawing. But I must 
forego the account of my personal experience and sufferings, and 
hasten to give you a sketch of a most extraordinary discovery made 


by us. 
(To be Continued.) 


THE IRISHMAN AND THE DEACON; OR, THE METHODIST 
MEETING. 

A few months ago, as Deacon Ingalls, of Swampscot, R. [., was 
travelling through the western part of the state of New York, he fell 
in with an Irishman who had lately arrived in this country; and was 
in quest of a prother that came on before him and settled in some of 
the diggings in that vicinity. | 

Pat was a strong, athletic man, and a true catholic, and had never 
seen the interior of a Protestant church. It was a pleasant sabbath 
morning that brother Ingalls met Pat, who enquired for the road 
nearest the church. 

Ingalls was a good pious man. He told Pat he was going to 
church himself, and invited his new made acquaintance to accompany 
him thither, his place of destination being a methodist meeting house 
near by. There was a great revival there at that time, and one of 
the deacons (who by the way was very small in statue,) invited bro- 
ther I. to take a seat in his pew. He accepted the invitation and 
walked in, followed by Pat, who looked in vain to find the altar, 


&e. After he was seated he turned to brother I., and in a whisper 


which could be heard by all around, enquired, “sure and isn’t this a 
heretic church?” “ Hush!” said Ingalls, “If you speak a loud 
word they will put you out.” ri 
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